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PREFACE. 



I HAVE never felt quite satisfied with the explanations 
found in works on book-keeping of what may be termed 
the Theory of Double Entry, or with the views on the 
subject which I have heard expressed by experienced 
book-keepers. Years ago, when directing some at- 
tention to the general subject of mercantile accounts, in 
connexion with studies in which I was then engaged, I 
had formed the notions of Double Entry which will be 
found in these pages ; and I have often meditated throw- 
ing them together, whenever leisure permitted, in some 
such form as the present 

Though much of the incidental matter in these pages 
must in substance be as old as book-keeping itself, I 
believe the treatment of the main subject to which they 
are directed will be found new. 

I would be supposed to address myself in what follows 
chiefly to those who have no actual experience of book- 
keeping, but who, for various reasons, might like to feel 



1 



viu PREFA CE. 

that they had some comprehension of what is meant by 

those formidable arrays of figures which meet the eye on 

glancing over the accounts in a merchant's ledger, or of 

their condensed results as exhibited in the form of a 

Balance Sheet. 

A. z. 

October^ 1869. 
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THOUGHTS ON DOUBLE ENTRY 
AND BALANCE SHEETS. 



CHAPTER I. 

I SHALL begin what I have to say by attempting a de- 
finition of " Book-keeping by Double Entry.*' 

Double entry means " entering'^ into some appropriate 
classificaiion everything of which you come into posses- 
sion in the conduct of commercial affairs — w/iether it be 
money y or goods, or values of any kind—plcu:ing opposite 
to ecu:h entry , if of money , the amount, if of other things, the 
cost or value in money; and entering, secondly {which makes 
the double entry), also in some appropriate clctssification, 
whatever you give or part with in exchange for such money, 
goods, 6^^., again placing opposite each entry, if of money, the 
amount, if of other things, the cost or value in money. 

By this method of entering the operations of a business, 
we shall find that we have constantly presented to us in 
the most available form all the facts or data necessary for 
determining promptly the real state of a merchant's 
affairs. 

Under the term above used of " values of any kind," 
I include mere debts owing by and to you in cases of 
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purchases and sales on credit ; in each such case there 
arising an obligation to pay — an intangible thing for the 
moment, but which, importing a present or future right 
to sue somebody, would, in lawyer's phrase, be a form of 
chose in action. And I say mere debts, not adverting to 
debts of which an acknowledgment is given in the shape 
of a Bill of Exchange or Promissory Note, in which one 
has something tangible (if of no intrinsic value) in return 
for what is parted with ; and the property in which, with 
attendant rights of action, can be transferred to third 
parties by endorsement and delivery. 

Here I believe you have the leading idea or principle 
of Book-keeping by Double Entry ; and it will be seen 
that it involves a simple and perpetual equation of two 
money values. As what you give and what you receive 
are at the moment the exact measure of each other as 
regards money value, in every operation of buying, as of 
selling, you have two entries invariably balancing each 
other. Then as, in the course of your business, you may 
have any numt)er of such double entries^ be it hundreds or 
thousands, it is simply an unavoidable result that the 
total of one half the entries shall equal the total of the 
other half. You enter the same amount of current money 
twice over ; in the one case set against what you receive, 
in the other against what you part with ; and therein is 
the whole secret of what to persons not very conversant 
with accounts ( and, it is surmised, to some experienced 
book-keepers) is that wonderful result of a set of books 
bringing out two general totals, made up of particulars 
however diversified and numerous, that shall exactly 
equal each other. It is but an example . of the axiom 
that, if equals are added to equals, the sums are equal. 
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I shall endeavour to keep in view the terms of the 
above definition of Double Entry in all that will follow in 
these pages; at the same time it may perhaps admit 
of being put into yet more compendious shape, as fol- 
lows : Entering what you have, and what you give for 
what you have, in separate classifications, at the same 
value in money. Or, convertibly, entering what you part 
with, and what you receive in return, at the same sum of 
money. If this principle of identity of money 

ENTRIES, with SEPARATE CLASSIFICATION OF THE SUB- 
JECT MATTER TO BE VALUED IN MONEY, is Caxefully kept 

in view, it is believed it will render of comparatively easy 
comprehension the most complicated set of mercantile or 
financial accounts. 

It will be observed that I give it as an essential and a 
distinctive feature of mercantile accounts by Double 
Entry that everything should be brought into money — tht 
pounds, shillings, and pence received or paid away 
having no more their money expression than the goods 
bought or sold with them. For it is really not of the 
essence of accounts in general that there should be 
money entries at alL In ordinary life we think so natu- 
rally of accounts as accounts of money, that we are apt to 
speak as if there were no other than money accounts ; 
but a naval or military storekeeper would tell you of 
enormous masses of accounts, being of his receipts and 
issues of public stores, without any mention made of 
money ; and such would be the case with any custodian, 
whether private or public, of goods or wares, of the mere 
receipt and delivery of which, and the quantities of 
which remaining on hand, he had to render an account. 
But it is because the accounts kept under the mercantile 
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system of Double Entry are records either of money or 
money value that you have one mass of entries always 
identical in figured amount with the other. 

The object of a set of books kept on the system of 
Double Entry is to enable the merchant or banker, or 
whoever is engaged in extensive business pursuits, to 
know the progressive state of his business — how it goes 
on from day to dj^y or week to week ; to see what at any 
time he owes, and what is owing to him, and by and 
to whom the debt is owing ; and to know at any time 
approximately, and at stated periods with exactitude, 
what he is worth, estimated in money. All this the system 
of Double Entry enables him to do — it being seen that 
under it all transactions are appropriately classified. 

The classifications here referred to are ordinarily known 
as " Accounts ;" but more strictly two classifications go to 
make up one Account — as, for instance, a merchant's Cash 
Account will fiimish a list on the one hand of all his various 
receipts of cash ; and a separate list, on the other hand, of 
all his various payments out of cash : these lists, being 
ranged side by side, whereby any difference between the 
totals of the two sides can be recuiily computed. So his 
account of Goods, if found convenient to have an account 
under that general designation, will show in one succes- 
sion of entries all his purchases of goods, at the prices 
bought at ; and, in another, all his sales, and the prices 
sold at. And if you bought or sold " Goods " for " Cash," 
the nature of the ensuing double entry, whether as a 
receipt of cash and delivery of goods, or receipt of 
goods and payment of cash, would be manifest. In 
either case you have the needed double entry of the same 
sum in money. 
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If it should at first sight appear strange that, with a 
perpetual entry of equalities, the trader or banker can 
derive that information which it is the object of his books 
to afford him, again we refer to the classification or 
grouping together of transactions for the answer. At the 
same time it may be observed that in an individual 
"Account" it would seldom be the case that the con- 
trasting entries proper to such Account are equal ; as a 
man might see by totalling both sides of his account of 
Cash that he had not paid away all the money he had 
received :* but nevertheless there will always be two 
general aggregations of entries, taking all the Accounts 
together^ which shall present two money totals of the same 
amount And this is an arithmetical fact which cannot 
be avoided — ^which is the necessary result of the process 
adopted — and of which good collateral use is made in 
helping to keep your books correct For if the equality 
in question is not brought out by correct summations, 
you may be certain of some one or more errors in entering^ 
which it is your business to find out On the other hand, 
the bringing out of this equality of totals is not abso- 
lutely conclusive of all being right, as errors of one side 
may be neutralised by errors to the same amount on the 
other. side. Books have been known to balance beau- 
tifully which have been fiill, not indeed of errors, but of 
false and fraudulent entries. The presumption that all 

* If, for example, you have received and paid away various sums 
of money, your Cash Account might show the following result at a 
particular moment : — 

Total of sums received 9500 



c- 

Total of sums paid 45oo 

Leaving a balance of Cash\^_,^ 
in hand of P°°° 
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is right on a balance being successfully brought out has 
been the very thing taken advantage of to conceal knavish 
practices. 

It cannot be too clearly understood that it is in the 
classification of mercantile dealings that the great utility 
of the system of Book-keeping by Double Entry is found 
to consist But as every such dealing involves a giving 
and a receiving something, it finds a money expression of 
the same sum in certain two classifications at the same 
moment 

It will hereafter be seen that it is in the proper mar- 
shalling of the respective " balances " (that is, the dif- 
ference between the totals of the two, sides) of these 
classified accounts, that the exact state of any business 
is arrived at. These accounts may be said to form a 
tabular scheme for bringing under specific heads all the 
varied operations of a business — ^as the successive changes 
of one kind of property into another, the contracting and 
discharge of personal obligations, the making of profits 
or losses,— ««// tfie Balancing of Accounts marks the results 
attained in all those directions at a given moment 
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CHAPTER 11. 

One of the first things to be seen to in illustrating the 
principle of Double Entry is that the Capital of a trader, 
the property with which he sets out in business, is itself 
doubly entered. Anything at the same time owing by him 
should be treated in like manner ; but it will simplify my 
explanation if we here assume that the trader commences 
business with a certain amount of Capital, without draw- 
back. 

It is conceivable a man starting a business with a clear 
^i,ooo of his own (large enough for purpose of illustra- 
tion), opening a cash accoimt, placing the ;£i,ooo in it, 
and there ending the matter. In the ordinary language, 
of accounts — which I always use provisionally and under 
a tacit protest — Cash would be debited with the amount. 
And if he then bought a thousand pounds worth of goods 
for ready money, he would enter into an account of 
" Goods** the sum of ;;^i,ooo, and at one and the same 
moment make an entry in Cash Account which would, 
in effect, take out of it that sum. In the same book- 
keeping language, " Goods would be Dr. to Cash " (which 
has an understood concurrent meaning of " Cash Cr. by 
Goods **), the double entries thence ensuing being that 
" Cash " would have the ;£i,ooo placed to what, in the 
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same tongue, is its Credit side, and " Goods " would have 
the same ;^i,ooo placed to what is its Debit side. The 
two accounts, then, of Cash and Goods would (still pre- 
serving the usual forms of Dr. and Cr.) thus present 
themselves : 

CASH ACCOUNT. 
Dr. Receipts of Cash. Payments of Cash. Cr. 



To amount in hand on **' 
commmencing business 



1000 




Dr. 



GOODS ACCOUNT. 
Receipts of Goods. Deliveries. 




To Cash Paid for Goods 
Bought 



But in this aspect of the case the two sides of these 
accounts do not present equal sums : one gives ;^2,ooo, 
the other only ;;^i,ooo. The double entry is complete 
as to the crediting Cash with ;;^i,ooo, and debiting Goods 
with ;^i,ooo. But the original entry to Cash requires 
to be met by another entry in some other account ta 
produce equality of totals. Where does the ;^i,ooo come 
from? Well, it is the trader's own absolute property ; 
what more is needed ? True enough, it is the trader's 
own money ; but the accounts he is going to keep are the 
accounts of his future business, and the great object is to 
see whether, by his dealings, he increases that ;£i,ooo, 
or diminishes it, or loses it wholly. He must never lose 
sight of that original ;^i,ooo and how it got into his 
business. So, by what can scarcely be called a fiction, the 
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trader, for the purposes of his business, is held to be in 
debt to, or to borrow from himself; and he opens an 
account with himself accordingly, in the books of his 
business, under the designation of his Stock or Capital 
Account. The introduction of this account offers a place 
for the desired second entry of the ;£'i,ooo: for ex- 
ample : 



Dr. 



Stock. 



Cr. 



/. 



By Cash on hand on com- 
mencing business ... 



1000 



This entry supplies the deficiency ; and the three ac- 
counts of " Stock," " Cash," and " Goods " would now 
present themselves as follows : 



Dr. 


Stock. 


Cr. 




&. 


By Cash 


1000 








Dr. 


Cash. 


Cr. 


To Stock 


ICXX3 


By Goods 


1000 








Dr. 


Goods. 

• 


Cr. 


To Cash 


1000 











We now find the total of one side ;;^2,ooo, and of the 
other ;^2,ooo. And here it will be seen that the capital 
of the trader at starting was a clear sum of ;^i,ooo in 
cash ; that the Cash account is for the present closed^ the 

c 
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;i^i,ooo which had come into it having gone out of 
it ; and that the account of Goods stands charged with 
that which was paid for with the ;^i,ooo. And it will 
be also seen that, whereas the trader's capital was first 
represented by ;;^i,ooo in cash, as shown on the debit 
side of the Cash Account^ it is now represented by goods 
of the cost and presumed value of ;;^i,ooo, as shown on 
the debit side of Goods Account 

This account of " Stock,** or some equivalent account, 
however called, plays a most important part in all pro- 
perly conducted businesses. It is called into play as well 
in the closing as in the opening of a set oT books ; it 
shows what a business is begun with and what it ends 
with. It is the point to which all the operations recorded 
in the books converge ; but the purpose for which it is 
now introduced to notice is to show how, in the first pro- 
ceeding in a business, a man setting down a sum of money 
of his own as his capital stock, the needed Double Entry 
is secured ; and this once effected at starting, the double 
equality of totals before referred to is the inevitable result 
of correct entries and summations. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

I NOW propose to consider more in detail the nature and 
peculiarities of a mercantile *' Account." It is in the 
"Accounts" of a merchant's or a banker's books that the 
Double Entry system really resides ; and these accounts 
are kept in a separate book known as " the Ledger." To 
this ledger all other books, so far as the Double Entry 
system is concerned, are merely introductory ; though of 
course the other books have their important uses — espe- 
cially where they present records in sufficient detail of 
transactions as they take place. It is in the ledger then 
that the affairs of the merchant come to be arranged 
in Accounts of different designations ; and it is in the 
" balances " of these accounts, as already observed, that 
the trader finds his real position as regards his Assets 
and Liabilities. The true nature of an " Account " should 
therefore be thoroughly comprehended. 

An account may be described as a noting down in 
chronological order of all your transactions in any material 
thing in which you deal, or with zxay person with whom 
you have dealings. Book-keepers are wont to use the 
terms Real and Personal, to distinguish accounts con- 
cerning things and persons ; and they seem apt and con- 
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venient As your dealings take the form of bu5dng and 
selling, of giving or taking credit, of paying and being 
paid, so each account divides itself into parts or sides, 
each appropriated to transactions according to their kind. 
In ordinary book-keeping phraseology, these are the 
Debtor and Creditor sides of an account ; but it is vain 
to seek any sense in the invariable use of these terms. 
The best that can be said of them is that they have grown 
into arbitrary indicia for the left and right-hand sides of 
accounts. It has already been shown how every entry 
has its money expression ; and how the entry into one 
account finds its double in another. It may be here 
added that the same transaction which involves an in- 
crease to one side of any account, involves the same in- 
crease to the contrary side of another Account. As, if 
Goods are bought with Cash, the receipt side of the 
account of goods would show an increase, and the paying- 
out side of the Cash account an increase. This would be 
seen, indeed, in the preceding chapter ; but it is well to 
note it in this place.* 

Becoming familiar with the outward form of a mercan- 
tile Account, we are apt to lose sight of what it really 
means. When, for instance, you look at a long Cash 
account, with its collateral strings of receipts and pay- 
ments, you are apt to forget that the mass of these entries 
will always be of transactions wholly past and gone — 
entries of money received, and paid away; important 
and indeed essential to have recorded, but not necessarily 
of moment as regards the immediate, or even recent 

* But in the account of Cash, this increase to the paying-out side 
is the addition of a minus quantity to other minus quantities. A 
similar remark would be applicable to some other Accounts. 
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position of a merchant's affairs. It is this long string of 
operations in every important account that gives so 
startUng an appearance to a merchant's books, giving the 
look of dealings infinitely beyond the reality in extent ; 
and this appearance is increased by the addition of the 
oldest and the most recent transactions together, bringing 
out large totals, which in themselves are absolute fictions. 
What most concerns the dealer is the present balance 
of an Account — ^as in Cash the present difference between 
all he has received, and al) that he has paid away. 
Bankers have a way of bringing out the " daily balance " 
of their accounts, while still preserving the long list of 
entries ; and this plan always presents an account in its 
true light. But merchants are under no necessity of such 
constant balancing as are bankers ; though a leaf out of 
the banker's book might in this, and perhaps some other 
respects, be advantageously taken by the merchant A 
Cash Account may be sketched as follows, letting it be 
understood that the different items are of transactions 
spread over any time the reader may choose to fancy : 



CASH. 



Dr. 



Receipts. 



Payments. 



Cr. 



To Stock 

Bills Receivable Paid 

Goods Sold 

Simpson 

Goods Sold 

Bills Receivable Paid 

Consols Sold , 

Bills Receivable Paid 



By Bills Payable, paid .. 

Goods Bought 

Jones Paid 

Ship "Queen" 

Bills Payable 

Ditto 

Balance of Cash.. 



2080 
4000 
1500 
3000 
2000 
1400 

3570 



17550 



Accounts of " Goods " obviously involve receipts and 
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issues, just as does the account of " Cash ;" and, of course, 
in place of a general account of goods or merchandize 
the trader may, in his discretion, have separate accounts 
for wine, sugars, tea, cotton, or any other leading article 
of his commerce. 

Below you have a sketch of a short account with 
W. Brown, to whom you sell goods on credit, and who 
finally closes his account by paying cash to the full 
amount of his debt. 



Dr. 



W. Brown. 



Cr. 



To Goods Sold 


lOO 

50 

75 
200 

75 
500 


By Cash 


500 


Do 




Do 




Do 




Do 






500 



In this, as in the preceding Cash Account, dates are 
omitted; but the deliveries of goods are supposed to 
precede the payment of cash which closes the account. 

This account of W. Brown presents only a few of the 
features which may be found in other personal accounts. 
It shows several sales of goods on credit on one side, and 
payment for the same in one sum on the other ; and all 
that can be said of this particular account is that one side 
presents a succession of debts to you, and the other their 
final liquidation. But of personal accounts generally 
many more things may be said. In the first place, the 
language that can be applied to accounts of things — that 
they show receipts on one side, and outgoings on the 
other — is not in any sense applicable to accounts per- 
sonal. Nor is the ordinary explanatory language re- 
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specting these latter, that they show debts on one side, and 
credits on the other, at all adequate to express the nature 
of all the proceedings which may be embraced in the 
various entries made in them. Thus, with Brown, or any 
other customer, you may have all such dealings as the 
following, which must all find a place in the personal 
account kept with him. You may lend him money, as 
well as sell him goods on credit. But Brown may also 
lend you money, or sell you goods on credit. So the 
account will not only show Brown's payments of his 
debts to you, however arising, but your payments to him 
of debts owing by you. Your payments of debts would 
find a place on the same side of the account as that in 
which you enter your sales and loans to him ; and his 
payments of debts on the same side as that in which you 
enter his sales and loans to you. What may be said, in 
this state of things, of that side of the account which 
is called the Dr. side, is that all the entries in it conduce 
to your benefit ; and of the entries on the other, the Cr. 
side, that they conduce to Brown's benefit. 

And here there comes to be substantial identity 
between the real and personal accounts. When you 
come to balance a Cash or Goods Account — ^that is, when 
you set the total of the entries of one side against 
the total of the entries on the other, the difference, if 
any there be, will be an asset in your favour. Of course 
in a Cash or a Goods Account, unless you wholly ex- 
haust by payments or deliveries the amount of cash 
or goods in your possession, you must have a balance, 
greater or less, of cash or goods on hand — that is, a 
Debtor balance and an asset. So in the personal 
account, if the Dr. entries exceed in total amount the 
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Cr. entries, the difference would represent an asset in the 
shape of a debt remaining due to you. So far all debtor 
balances, where they exist, are alike seen to form assets, 
in your business. On the other hand, if the balance of 
Brown's account were the other way, it would present a 
liability, in the shape of a debt remaining due by you. 

Then there are the standing accounts of " Bills Re- 
ceivable " and " Bills Payable.*' The account of Bills 
Receivable is an account of debts owing to you, of which 
these bills are acknowledgments; and that of Bills 
Payable an account of debts owing by you, of which such 
bills are also acknowledgments. If you sell goods to a 
man merely on credit, yQU open an account with him (if 
you have not done so already), and therein make him 
directly a debtor to you for the money he is one day to 
pay you. But if you sell goods for a Bill of Exchange or 
Promissory Note, you can give the individual the go-by,* 
and looking to that document as your immediate equiva- 

* The principle here is to regard the sale of goods cu if for cash. 
I am, however, aware that in practice sales for bills are sometimes 
treated differently — the individual being made debtor for the goods 
in a personal account, and then creditor for the bill given by him 
in immediate settlement — so far closing the personal account ; while 
the account of Bills Receivable becomes thereupon debtor for the 
amount, and so remains until the bill is paid ; so that, indirectly, 
the same result is attained as in the examples which will be 
found in the text — Goods credited, and Bills Receivable debited. There 
may be found some practical advantages, in particular businesses, in 
showing the amount of all sales to an individual in his personal 
account ; while if the delivery of the goods should precede for any 
time the delivery of the bill, the intervention of the personal account 
may become strictly proper and expedient. I think, however, the 
principle of bill transactions is better illustrated in the direct mode 
in which the matter is treated in the text. The purchase of goods 
paid for by bill is of course open to similar observations. 
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lent, you enter it into an account of Bills Receivable — 
that is, an account of Bills (here made to include Pro- 
missory Notes), the amounts of which are at their due 
dates to be received by you (or those to whom they may be 
transferred). If, again, you buy goods of a man on 
general credit, you also open a personal account with him, 
and make yourself figure in it as debtor to him ; but if 
your contract is to give him a Bill for what you buy, you 
are under no necessity to open an account with him, but 
you can bring the transaction at once into your account of 
Bills Payable — of bills that you have to pay as they fall 
due. Of course it is readily seen that what is to you a Bill 
Receivable is to your customer a Bill Payable ; and what 
to you is a Bill Payable to him is a Bill Receivable, 
These Bill accounts would thus present themselves : 



Dr. 



Bills Receivable. 



Cr. 



To A. B.'s P. N. at 2 

months 

B. C.'s Acceptance at 
3 months 



400 
600 



lOCX) 



By Cash, Payment of A. 

B.'sNote 

Cash, Payment of A. 
B.'s Acceptance 



400 
600 



1000 



Dr. 



Bills Payable. 



Cr. 



To Cash, Paid my Accept- 
ance to D. E 

Cash, Paid my Accept- 
ance to E. F 



T. 

'JOO 



300 



lOCX) 



By my Acceptance to D. E. 

at 30 days 

Ditto to E. F. at 30 
days 



700 



300 



1000 



It will be seen that the account of Bills Receivable 
shows on its Dr. side the amounts owing to you from 
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time to time on tiiese obligations, and, on tiie other, 
their cancelling or annulling by payment. The account 
of Bills Receivable, so long as any remain unpaid, must 
(like the accounts of Cash and Goods) show a balance in 
favour of the Dr. side — ^that is, an Asset, Bills Payable, 
on the other hand, show on the Cr. side the amounts 
owing by you on these obligations ; the Dr. side showing 
your payment of them from time to time. So long as any 
Bills Payable remain unpaid they will represent a Cr. 
balance and a Liability. 

It may be observed that the accounts of Bills, as given 
above, are not presented as samples of such accounts in 
the course of real business. The entries are made here 
in an explanatory manner. In actual business. Books of 
Bills Receivable and Bills Payable are kept, with all 
necessary particulars fully given, and if bills are separately 
entered in the ledger, they are entered as shortly as 
possible. It may be, however, that only summarised 
amounts of bills and their liquidation are entered, periodi- 
cally, into the ledger accounts. It may be here also 
noted that the Cash Account of a ledger need not be, and 
most frequentiy is not, a detailed account of receipts and 
payments of Cash. It is usually a summary of entries 
from the Cash Book, Indeed, while the principles of 
Double Entry book-keeping are unchangeable, variety in 
its processes is Dlimitable. 

From the foregoing, it will be seen that where the sum of 
the entries on the Dr. side of any account exceeds that of 
the entries on the opposite, or Cr. side, it forms a balance 
in the nature of an Asset; — that in those accounts 
which have been distinguished as Real^ the balance, 
if any, must be one of that character \ — that Personal 
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accounts may show a balance on either side, that is, 
either an Asset or a Liability ; — that the account of Bills 
Receivable must show a Dr. balance, if any, that is, 
an Asset; — and the account of Bills Payable a Cr. 
balance, if any, that is, a Liability. 

The account of Stock or Capital has been already 
referred to. It is essentially the trader's personal account 
with his own business ; and, following the rule of other 
personal accounts, what appears to Dr. of Stock is against 
the trader, and what is to Cr. of Stock is in his favour. 
This is a matter which demands some attention. The 
business takes possession of the trader's positive capital, 
which goes into assets, in whatever form it exists — ^be it 
Cash, Goods, Ships, &c., &c. ; figuring on the Dr. or 
receiving side of any so-called accounts; and for these 
possessions the business acknowledges itself indebted to 
Stock, that is, the trader himself in his personal capacity, 
by placing the amount to the Cr. side of the Stock 
account. (See Chap. II., on the opening of this account.) 
On the other hand, the business would make the trader 
its debtor for any of his obligations at opening, placing 
them to the Dr. side of Stock, while itself assuming the 
responsibility for such obligations — ^in other words, bring- 
ing them into the Liabilities of the concern. This will be 
shown in the following account : 



Dr. 



Stock. 



Cr. 



To C, Smith, for Goods 

Bought 3000 



By Cash 

Goods (those Bought of 
C. Smith) , 



7CXX) 
3000 



The business is seen here to owe the trader himself 
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;^ 1 0,000 ; but while thus recognizing that debt it holds 
;£'7,ooo in cash, which would be placed to the Dr. side 
of a Cash account, and ;£^3,ooo worth of goods, which 
would figure on the Dr. side of a Goods account On 
the other hand, the concern would regard the trader 
as owing it the sum of ;£^3,ooo, the yet unpaid price of 
the goods, and appearing accordingly to the Dr. side 
of his (that is, the Stock) account ; while it wOuld admit a 
debt for the same sum to C. Smith, with whom an 
account would be opened, in which the amount would 
appear on the Cr. side. Effectively, what the business 
would have would be a positive Capital of ;^7,ooo — that 
is, ;^ 1 0,000 minus ;£^3,ooo. 

The account of Profit and Loss is in reality a subordi- 
nate Stock account. It signifies an account in which on 
one side you place all profits, on the other all losses : 
among profits you include not only your immediate gains 
on sales of goods, &c., but such gains as would be repre- 
sented by any increased value (beyond cost price) on the 
goods on hand at periods of stock-taking, together with 
such gains as you might make in the way of commis- 
sions, &c. Among your losses you would include actual 
losses on sales, depreciated value of goods or other pro- 
perty on hand, business charges, bad debts, &a In 
analogy to the Stock account, the gains, which go to 
augment assets, are placed to the Cr. side of the Profit 
and Loss account; the losses, which diminish assets, 
figure on the Dr. side. The balance of the account, 
when the books are closed, is properly transferred to the 
Stock account — ^if a balance of profit, it goes to augment 
the original capital of the trader, if of loss, to diminish that 
capital The account of Profit and Loss is, in fact, a 
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feeder of the Stock account; and, like that account, 
there are no entries in it which have not their Doubles in 
some other accounts. 

The examples of " Accounts " given in this chapter are 
independent of one another, each being in a form which 
seemed most convenient as a separate illustration. Thus 
the transactions given do not appear in any two of the 
imagined accounts — in short, each account may be 
assumed to be taken from the Ledger of a separate 
business. In the preceding chapter it was different ; and 
it will be so in the following one. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

I NOW propose to give such a set of Accounts as will 
suffice to present at one view the classification of a mer- 
chant's affairs which his Ledger is supposed to afford. I 
make these instances as few and simple as possible, con- 
sistently with this object ; but I believe enough will be 
found given to exemplify the leading varieties of mer- 
cantile transactions : 



Dr. 




Stock. 


Cr. 




Balance... 


1 1030 
1 1030 


By Cash 


lOOOO 




Profit and Loss 


1030 
1 1030 







Dr. 



Cash. 



Cr. 



To Stock 

Bills Receivable 

Ditto 

Thomson 

Profit and Loss, for 
Commissions 



By Sugar 

Rum 

BUls Payable 

Ditto 

Thomson 

Profit and Loss, for 

Charges 

Balance... 



£^ 
1000 
1500 
3000 

2CXX> 
500 

7730 
16070 



Dr. 
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Sugar. 



31 
Or. 



To Cash 

Bills Payable 

Profit and Loss, gain... 



£■ 

1000 By Bills Receivable 



3CXX) 
320 



4320 



Ditto 



£^ 
2000 
2320 

4320 



Dr. 



Rum. 



Or. 



To Cash \ 

Bills Payable 

Profit and Loss, gain.. 



1500 

20C» 
400 



3900 



By Bills Receivable 

Thomson 

Balance... 



£.. 

2000 

600 

1300 



3900 



Dr. 



Bills Receivable. 



Cr. 




Dr. 


Bills Payable. 


Or. 


To Cash 


£. 
3000 

2000 
5000 


Bv Suerar 


3000 
2000 


Ditto 


7 i^**^*** 

Rum 


■> 




5000 



Dr. 



Charles Thomson. 



500 
600 

IIOO 



Cr. 



To Cash 
Rum 



By Cash 



IIOO 



IIOO 
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Dr. Profit and Loss. Cr. 



To Cash, for business charges 
Bal. transferred to Stock 






340 
1030 



1370 



By Cash, for Commissions. 



Sugar 
Rum . 



650 
320 
400 



1370 



The merchant's affairs are here divided among eight 
Accounts — ^including that of Profit and Loss« 

Commencing with the Stock, or Capital Account, 
we see that it opens with an entry of ;^i 0,000 cash, the 
property of the merchant, and that this, in the end, is 
increased by the balance of the Profit and Loss account, 
^^1,030; so that the capital with which the merchant 
will re-open his books will be ;^i 1,130. 

The Cash Account shows on its receiving side the 
sum derived from Capital, and the various sums from Bills 
Receivable paid, from Thomson, and from Commissions. 
On the other side are seen the amounts paid for Sugar 
and Rum j in settlement of Bills Payable ; to Thomson ; 
and on account of Charges. 

The account of Sugar shows on one side the Cash and 
Bills Payable given in payment, and the resulting profit 
after all has been sold — being the difference between the 
cost; and the produce of sales. The other side gives the 
amount of Bills Receivable taken in settlement. 

Rum shows on one side the money and bills given 
in payment, and on the other the bills and Thomson's 
debt, which r^resent the sales effected. The profit on 
this account is not the difference between all that has 
been paid for purchases and that received for sales, 
seeing that there is still a quantity of rum on hand. It 
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may represent profit made, in such proportions as you 
please, on the quantity sold, and on the increased yalue 
of the remainder from a favourable change presumed to 
have taken place in market prices. 

Bills Receivable show that you have received in the 
sale of Sugar and Rum bills amounting to ;£6,3oo ; of 
which a part, amounting to ;£^4,30o, have been paid. 

Bills Payable show that you have given bills on the 
purchase of Sugar and Rum for ;£'s,ooo, and that you 
have paid them. 

'the account of Charles Thomson shows that you 
have lent him ;^Soo, and sold him ;^6oo worth of Rum, 
and that he has paid you in full. 

Your account of Profit and Loss shows that the busi- 
ness has drawn from Cash ;^34o for business charges ; 
and contributed to Cash ;£^65o for commissions earned ; 
and has gained ;£^32o on Sugar, and ;£^4oo on Rum. 

All these several entries are the doubles of other entries 
of the same amount. You will find the ;£" 10,000 on one 
side of Stock, figuring on the contrary side of Cash. 
In the accounts of Sugar and Rum, and in those of Bills 
Receivable and Payable, you will find the same sums 
repeated j and so on through all the Accounts. 

It may be remarked that such items as "Charges'* 
and " Commissions " would ordinarily appear in separate 
Accounts of their own, of which the balances, at periods 
of balancing, would be transferred to Profit and Loss. 
But in our present concise view of things it is competent 
to us to bring them at once and immedia^ly into the 
Profit and Loss account. 

I would now call attention to a proceeding usually 
called a Trial Balance, This trial is properly made before 

D 
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the accounts themselves are balanced — ^that is, before the 
two sides of each individual account are made equal, if 
not previously so, by adding to the lesser the difference 
between it and the greater. After that has been done, of 
course it would be plain that the totals of the two sides of 
all accounts must be equal. But before this balancing 
of the separate accounts, the trial I have named takes 
place ; and it is done thus : — ^You take the total of one 
side of every account, and then add all such totals to- 
gether ; you do the same with the totals of the other side ; 
and the result obtained is that general equality of totals 
between the two sides referred to in former pages. Before 
giving an example of this, however, it should be men- 
tioned that where both sides of an individual account are 
equal before balancing, such accounts may obviously be 
omitted from the trial. In the following example, there- 
fore, the accounts of Sugar, Bills Payable, C. Thomson, 
and Profit and Loss, find no place. 

Dr. Trial Balance. Or. 

Stock <jfii,o3o 

;fi6,o7o Cash 8,340 

3,900 Rum 2,600 

6,300 Bills Receivable 4>30o 

26,270 26,270 

We now come to the balancing of the accounts. We 
find on looking through them, that Stock shows on its 
credit side ;^i 1,030, with no items on the other side; 
that of Casl^ £>1^1Z^ less has been paid away than has 
been received ; that the Sugar bought has been all sold 
at a profit ; that of the Rum bought there is a quantity 
on hand of the value of ;^i,3oo; that of the Bills Re- 
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ceivable ;^2,ooo remain unpaid ; that Thomson's account 
is closed by payment of his debt in foil ; and that Profit 
and Loss is closed by a transfer of the balance to Stock. 
Selecting, then, the four accounts that show a balance on 
one or the other side, we have the following with an 
excess on their debit sides : — 

Cash 7,730 

Rum 1,300 

Bills Receivable 2,000 

Giving a total of Dr. Balances . . . £1 1,030 

And we have — 

Stock, with a Cn Balance of ;f 11,030 

In other words, the trader finds himself possessed of 
;^i 1,030, represented by Cash, Rum, and Bills Re- 
ceivable of the respective amounts stated. This is the 
sum of his affairs as found at the stock taking and closing 
of his books supposed to be now taking place. 

The course now is formally to ^^^5;^^ each of the above 
four Accounts of Stock, Cash, and Bills Receivable, in the 
mode shown in the preceding examples, by carrying the 
ascertained surplus of one side to the other side, as ex- 
pressly the " Balance " of the account. This done, the 
books are closed; and in opening them again these 
balances are brought back to their proper sides as the 
commencing entries of the new accounts. In re-opening, 
Stock account would have for its first entry an entry on 
its Cr. side of the balance from the closed account, of 
;£"! 1,030 ; Cash would have an entry onnts Dr. side of 
the balance of ;^7,73o ; Rum on the same side of its 
balance^ ;£i>3oo \ and the Bills Receivable on the same 
side, of the balance of ;£'2,ooo. 
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Before dismissing the operations at a balance, it is 
customary and proper to bring into a formal " Account ^ 
the various resulting balances under the name of a Balance 
Sheet or Account ; in which the business, firm, or Com- 
pany finds balances of liabilities on one side, contrasted 
with balances of assets on the other. This is what is really 
meant by the following : — 



BALANCE SHEET. 
Dr. Liabilities. Assets. 



Or. 




Here the business is seen to be indebted to Stock 
;^i 1,030 ; ^xAper contra^ an equivalent is shown for that 
sum in the Cash, Rum, and Bills which are on hand. It 
is a similar Balance Sheet to the above — similar in kind, 
and similarly arrived at, but of course widely different 
in the detail and number of items — ^which we see con- 
stantly published of the affairs of Joint Stock Companies ; 
and through which Balance Sheets the chief means are 
afforded to shareholders and the public of knowing, or 
estimating, the true position of such undertakings. 

At the risk of some reiteration, I may thus fiirther 
describe the result of a Balance. Before proceeding to 
this operation, each ledger account shows its entries on 
each side fully written up — ^as Cash, all its receipts and 
all its payments; as Charles Thomson's account, ail 
that he had owed and all that he had paid ; — ^and so of 
the rest. Where any of these accounts balances itself — 
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that is, where the total of one side already equals that of 
the other — that account is at an end. As in Thomson's 
account, he has paid all he owed ; and if you have no 
fixture dealings with Thomson, your ledger will know 
him no more. As in Bills Payable, all the bills issued 
by you being paid, for the moment that account is at an 
end Where the Accounts show unequal totals, the dif- 
ference may represent in all or in part a gain or a loss ; 
or it may be a simple difference. The account of Sugar 
above instanced is supposed to show that all you had 
bought cost you ;£'4,ooo ; and that you have sold it all 
for ;£'4,320. You have here a gain of ;£^32o, and you 
balance this Sugar account by adding that sum as a 
realised profit to the cost price of ;£'4,ooo, at the same 
time bringing it into the account of Profit and Loss 
on the side appropriated to profits. In this way the 
Sugar account is balanced and closed. The profit has 
gone to Profit and Loss, you have no more Sugar to sell, 
and for a time the Sugar account is at an end. Rum 
shows a mixed profit (arising partly from sales and partly 
from the increased value of the remaining stock), of ;^4oo, 
which on being ascertained is treated in the same manner 
as was the gain on Sugar ; but here you have still a quan- 
tity of Rum on hand, of which the present value is repre- 
sented by the balance — an asset balance of ;^i,3oo. Cash 
account admits of no profit or loss, but the difference, 
the simple difference^ between the two sides, is an asset 
balance of ;£^7,73o. Bills Receivable, in like manner, 
shows a simple difference and an asset balance of ;^2,ooo. 
Profit and Loss is an account of gains on the one hand, 
and of losses and expenses on the other ; and the profits 
on goods being taken to the side of Profit (as losses. 
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were there any, would go to the side of Loss)^ the account 
in its turn is balanced by a transfer of the difference to 
the Stock account. 

We come then to these general conclusions. When 
ordinary accounts balance themselves, or are balanced by 
transfers to Profit and Loss, such accounts are for the 
time being at an end. Profit and Loss, again, is balanced 
by the ascertained balance of gain or loss being trans- 
ferred to the Stock account; and so the account of 
Profit and Loss is itself closed. Dropping from the 
accounts, then, all such as naturally balance themselves, 
or as are balanced by transfers to other accounts, we 
deal, in the Balance Account, only with those remaining 
accounts which show an actual balance against or in 
favour of the business ; and thus we arrived at the above 
liability in the Stock account of ;^i 1,030, balanced 
by assets of Cash, Rum, and Bills Receivable together 
nmounting to the same sum. 

It will be seen clearly, then, that it is the Balances 
of the classified accounts of the Ledger which are the 
great, usefiil, and at the same time condensed result, of 
all preceding operations of book-keeping. 

One reflection remains to be here made, and it is this : 
When the trader sees his liabitity to himself, as measured 
by the balance of the Stock account, it is a source of 
satisfaction to him to see thai liability increased from 
what it stood at originally — ^the greater such a liability 
the greater being his gains. What he would say to him- 
self is, " I began with the business owing me so much ; I 
now find I have made so much profit that it owes me a 
good deal more." 
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CHAPTER V. 

I HAVE SO far concerned myself only with " the Ledger " 
of mercantile book-keeping, in which, as I have said, 
the principle of Double Entry resides. I shall now refer 
very briefly to the other books. These may be more or 
less numerous according to the nature or extent of the 
business whose affairs are described in them. In some 
cases the business admits or requires greater subdivision 
in its records of transactions than in others. But they 
all come to the same thing in the end. Somewhere or 
other transactions should be recorded at large. In the 
ledger we have a book of summaries ; until at last, by a 
process of elimination, we get to the compendious result 
of the Balance Sheet But, as preliminary to the ledger, 
every transaction should be recorded with adequate 
fulness. Thus a book, ordinarily called a Day Book, 
is used for noting down all a merchant's dealings in 
buying and selling, paying and receiving, as they occur. 
Formerly, a Waste Book was also kept. This was a kind 
of rough Day Book, but it is believed that it is now rarely 
used. In some form or other, under some one or other 
designation, a book or books should be kept in which 
transactions are set out in such a way as to present a 
clear record of their nature, made at the time of their 
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being entered into, not only for the purpose of ordinary 
reference, but, if need be, in cases of difference or legal 
contention with those with whom you have been dealing.* 
Besides this there will be Cash Books, Bill Books, In- 
voice Books, &c., &c. There is usually, too, a book 
technically termed the " Journal,** by way of distinction 
from the " Day Book." This journal is much prized by 
book-keepers, being used for the purpose of allotting the 
transactions of the Day Book to their, appropriate several 
accounts in the Ledger; and this by giving effect to 
certain prescribed rules — as that "what you receive is 
debtor to what you part with," &c. ; whence we have the 
cxxnoxii^ formulcR of " Cash Dr. to Sugar," " Thomson Dr. 
to Rum," and the like. But one and all these Books are 
preparatory to the Ledger; and if a man really under- 

* In France, as in all countries where the Code Napoleon has been 
adopted, the " Iwre-joumcU " (the book most nearly answering to the 
English Day Book, but, it is believed, often uniting the characteristics 
of both the English Journal and Day Book) is made the subject of 
special legislative provision. In the third article of Title II. of the 
Code de Commerce we have the following : 

" Tout commer9ant est tenu d'avoir un livre-joumal qui pr^sente, 
jour par jour, ses dettes actives et passives les operations de son com- 
merce, et ses negotiations, acceptations ou endossemens d'effets, et 
g^neralement tout ce qu'il re9oit et paie 4 quelque titre que ce soit; 
et qui €noncef mois par mois, les sommes employees ^ la depense de 
sa maison, le tout independamment des autres livres usites dans le 
commerce, mais qui ne sont pas indispensables." 

And by further provision the journal, as also an inventory to be 
taken annually of the trader's assets and liabilities, are subject to 
formal yearly authentication before a judge of the tribunals of com- 
merce, or a mayor. All this shows a just appreciation of the 
importance of a correct record being kept of a merchant's dealings. 
Still I do not cite these examples of legislative interference and 
control as necessarily deserving imitation in this country. 



BRIEF NOTICE OF OTHER BOOKSy ^c. 4« 

Stands that all the rest is mechanical, requiring, no 
doubt, skill and care in the practice, but which can be 
comprehended by an intelligent person at a glance. 

These pages are not offered as a treatise on Book- 
keeping, but merely an explanation, according to my 
lights, of the true principle of Double Entry. I confine 
myself, then, to the few remarks here offered on the 
books used in book-keeping other than the Ledger ; but 
for full and detailed information on all parts of the 
system of mercantile book-keeping the reader is referred 
to the numerous works published on the subject, most, if 
not all, of which will be found to be excellent practical 
guides to those who wish to learn haw to keep books. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

I SHALL, in this concluding chapter, take a balance sheet 
of an imaginary Joint Stock Company and apply to it 
some of the principles which I have endeavoured to 
explain in the foregoing pages. It shall be of a banking 
proprietary — ^it may be assumed one of those joint-stock 
enterprises, not of very recent origin, the conduct of 
whose affairs and whose steadily successful progress 
make them stand forward in advantageous contrast with 
many of the concerns more recently established, especially 
those founded since the passing of the now celebrated 
" Companies' Act, 1862." I do not desire to indicate 
any bank in particular ; and the figures given below are 
wholly fictitious. I use here as elsewhere the accepted 
signs of Dr. and Cr. ; though in published balance 
sheets such terms are often omitted, and the intelligible 
expressions " Assets " and " Liabilities " are alone used — 
while the Assets are presented on the left and the Lia- 
bilities on the right-hand side, and not as in the example 
below; a trifle to mention, perhaps, but inquiring and 
precise minds are sometimes puzzled by the different 
styles»favoured by different experts. 

I select a Bank balance sheet as more readily compre- 
hended than most others. 



-i t s,S i 






11 



III 






J8 



i; 






C<2 
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The above sheet as it stands may be held to signify 
that those to whose charge the affairs of the concern 
have been entrusted are now presenting their general 
account to the proprietary body ; in which they acknow- 
ledge a grand total of debt of ;^i 6, 187,641 11^. 10//., 
and exhibit the various kinds of property in their pos- 
session which enable them to meet that sum. 

It will be seen that in the general amount of Debt is 
included the sura of ;^ 1,2 5 0,000, which is owing to the 
Shareholders for amount of the shares paid up (here we 
see the equivalent of the merchant's Stock) ; the amount 
of undivided profits, accumulated from former years, and 
which is as much a debt to the Shareholders as their 
paid-up Capital — ^;£'5 00,000 (this would form an addition 
to the merchant's Stock) ; and the amount of nett profit 
assumed to be made on the operations of the past half 
year, ;£^ 109, 5 05 13^. lo^^., being the balance of Profit 
and Loss account, which again is the shareholders' pro- 
perty, to be divided, or added to Capital {Stock again), in 
the shareholders' discretion. And here it will be seen 
that the nett profit of the half year is the difference 
between what is in hand and what (irrespective of such 
profit) is owing ; and it is this difference placed to the 
Dr. side which makes the total of that side agree with 
the total of the other. 

The amount given as due on Current Account and 
Deposit Balances means, that at a certain time on a 
certain day all the amounts found due by the Bank to its 
thousands of customers for their balances in account 
current, or on fixed deposit, being added together, pro- 
duced that particular sum — ;£^i3,S25,62S 5^. 4//. The 
day before, or the day after, the amount would possibly 
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be largely different And so with regard to Circular 
Notes outstanding, ;^S 2,300; and the Bank's primary 
liability on acceptances, ;£^75o,2io \2s. Sd, — the re- 
spective balances of the accounts kept of these transac- 
tions, as found to exist on a certain day, are what are 
here given. Indeed all the entries on either side of this 
balance sheet are (as we saw in treating of mercantile 
balances) the balances of particular accounts as ascer- 
tained on the same day ; and within an hour of the day 
after all the accounts operated on in the daily course of 
such a business as we are now contemplating might show 
balances widely differing in amount from those in the 
half-yearly balance sheet. Deposits, Notes, Acceptances, 
Cash, Discounts, — all these accounts would be subject to 
endless vicissitude. In a word, the Balance Sheet is a 
statement of the affairs of the Bank at a particular mo- 
ment ; though it may probably indicate what would be a 
fair average of its affairs. On the other hand, it is quite 
possible transient circumstances may give an exceptional 
character to the statement ; and to the extent to which 
they do so explanations should be given. 

Coming to the side of the Assets, the different items 
will be left to explain themselves ; but we may remark 
that the item of Bills Discounted is naturally so large, as 
this represents the professed business of the concern — at 
least this, and its great borrowing operations, as shown in 
the Current Account and Deposit Balances, together 
constitute the main business operations of the Bank« 

What the whole comes to is this. At the close of 
business on a certain day, the Bank finds that it pos- 
sesses Assets amounting to a certain sum ; and that with 
these Assets it can meet all then existing claims against 
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it, including shareholders' capital and reserved profits, 
and have a large profit to boot on the half-year's opera- 
tions. 

All this, being explained, may seem too obvious to 
need explanation. Yet I dare say the experience of many 
persons who know all this well enough is, that not a few 
of their friends, it may be men of intelligence and good 
general knowledge, have no very clear idea of the nature 
of such a document as the above Balance Sheet. This is 
certainly my . experience. But, further, I may say, my 
hope and purpose is to make the subject as easily under- 
stood as possible.* 

The remarks offered on the above Bank statement can 
be applied to the like documents referring to other joint- 
stock concerns — of the infinite variety of which some 
idea can be formed from the share lists of any of the 
daily newspapers, especially that instructive group under 
the standing head of " Miscellaneous f it being remem- 
bered that there are many local concerns not included in 
the London lists, and many more that are in course of 
liquidation, voluntary or compelled. Unfortunately, too, 
many of 'the [concerns established under the modem law 
of limited association have exhibited the resulting balance 
of Profit and Loss on the side opposite to that in which, in 

* These pages were in the hands of the printer when an article 
appeared in the Times, of the 13th October, in reference to the 
Balance Sheets of Joint Stock CompanieSi in the course of which 
the writer makes this observation: ** We venture to say, and we 
can speak with some experience of the matter, that not one in a 
hundred of even educated men would know how to look in- 
telligently at the accounts of a Joint Stock Company ; or even, 
perhaps, comprehend so much as the distribution implied under the 
headings * Dr.' and ' Cr.» » 
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the above sample of a Balance Sheet, the balance of that 
account is made to figure ; and instead of proprietors hear- 
ing announced, with grateful admiration, a comforting half- 
yeaf s dividend, it has too often been their fate to find 
accounts balanced by a diminutiom of Capital. And well 
indeed if the matter should end there — well if, all their 
capital being first swallowed up, they should not find the 
state of their affairs finally symbolized as a considerable 
quantity less than nothing ! Yet even so, if it could 
afford any consolation to the unlucky shareholders, the 
affairs of the concern would admit of being as evenly 
balanced as those of the more fortunate association 
exhibited in the foregoing statement. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

I HAD scarcely concluded the foregoing pages, when the 
collapse of one of our Life Assurance Offices, and rumours 
affecting the credit of others, brought the affairs of such 
concerns generally into prominence, and subjected their 
published accounts to very searching analysis in some of 
the most influential of our public journals. It has seemed 
to me that a very few words on these accounts may not 
be here out of place. 

There is some apparent difficulty in bringing out the 
real position of an Assurance Oflfice at any given mo- 
ment, owing to the very peculiar nature of its operations. 
In as far as the oflfice is indebted to shareholders for 
capital actually paid, or for its accumulated fund, and can 
show, on the other hand, its cash and invested means, 
there is no more difficulty in this than in any other in- 
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stance of a Balance Sheet But assurance offices are 
always liable for large sums of money on reversions and 
annuities dependent on human life, while they are, sub- 
ject to the same contingencies, entitled to receive large 
sums in the way of annual premiums, — the present value 
of all of which can never be exactly laid down ; but it 
may be said that such value can, by approved methods 
of calculation, be so closely approached as to answer the 
same purpose as if the amounts arrived at were abso- 
lutely true. This 'being so, there seems no reason why 
the Balance Sheet of an Assurance Office should not be 
made as intelligible as that of any other company or 
business whatever. 

One journal in particular, of the highest class of merit, 
is just now devoting its columns most worthily to the 
inculcation of all that it behoves an Assurance Office to 
exhibit in its published accounts, to enable the public to 
test the true state of its affairs. In so doing, the journal 
in question is conferring an inestimable benefit on some 
of the worthiest people in the country — the large class of 
struggling men who willingly subject themselves to depri- 
vations in order to protect their families from want in the 
event of their deatL 
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loyal 16mo, cloth. ^Preparing. 

LAira— aUEEirSLAin), ATTSTEALIA, the Fntnre Ootton 
Field of Great Britain ; with a Disquisition on the Origin, Manners, ' 
and Customs of the Aborigines. By J. D. Lano, D.D., A.M., Senior 
Minister of the Scots Church, Sydney, and one of the Representatiyes 
of the City of Sydney in the Parliament of New South Wales, &a 
With Two Coloured Maps. Post 8vd, doth, 12s. 
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BOOES. 
lATALliX'S PHTSIGAL, HISTOBIGAL, and KHITABY 

GEOGRAPHY. From the Seventh French Edition of Th. Lavalleb, 
late Professor of Military Hiatorv and Statistics at the Military School 
of Saint-CVr. Edited, with Additions and Corrections, hy Captain 
Lendy, F.G.S., F.L.S., &c, Director of the Practical Military College 
at Sunbury. Crown 8vo, cloth, 10«. 

" In 1836 LavaUde opened a new era in the study of Geography. Condemning 
the treatises put into the hands of youth as mere catalogues of Towns, Rivers, &c., 
he abandoned the path followed by his predecessors, and instead of taking for land- 
marks the political divisions, which are constantly changing, he adopted the physical 
features or natural divisions of the Globe. Lacroix, Humboldt, Ritter, &c., had 
already made an attempt in that direction, but it was reserved for Lavall^e to 
render their ideas popular. The division of Contioients into Watei-sheds, Banna, 
&c., rendered the study of Geography so mach easier, that in a few years the 
method of Lavallee was generally adopted, and his work was translated into the 
principal European languages. In 1865, two years before his death, Lavall^ 
publisQied a new edition (the seventh)^ considerably enlarged, and authorized me, 
his old pupil, to give it an English garb. I was encouraged by his promise of a 
Preface in form of an Introduction. Owing, however, to the little time which 
daily occupation allowed me to spare, to the difficulty of rendering French names 
into English or foreign ones, and to tiie necessity of correcting numerous errors 
which had somehow crept into the original, my task was not accomplished till too 
late for the promised Preface of my deceased friend. Recent discoveries and surveys 
have rendered several alterations necessary, whilst the wars of America, Italy, and 
Germany, have obliged me to make many additions.'* — Extract from the Editor's 
Frefaoe, 

LEWIS (Bev. H.).-Tlie ENGLISH LAITOTTAOE : Its GBAM- 

MAB and HISTORY ; together with a TREATISE on ENGLISH 
COMPOSITION, and SETS of EXERCISES for the ASSISTANCE 
of TEACHERS and STUDENTS. By the Rev. Henry Lewis, 
Lecturer at the National Society's Training College, Battersea. Fcp. 
8vo, cloth, 30. 

L0BLE7 (J. Logan, F.G.S.).— MOTriTT VESUVIUS: A DE- 
SCRIPTIVE, mSTORIOAL, and GEOLOGICAL ACCOUNT of 
the VOLCANO, with a NOTICE of the RECENT ERUPTION, and 
an Appendix, containing Letters by Pliny the Younger, a Table of 
Dates of Eruptions, and a List of Vesuvian Minerals. Illustrated 
with View, Map (printed in Colours), and Section. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, 58. 

LTTTELTOK'S aord) LECTUEES on NEW ZEALAND and 

the CANTERBURY COLONY. 6(/. 

KA0EIE.-GEOL0GIGAL and ITATUBAL HISTOEY EE- 

PERTORY. Volume I. An Illustrated Popular Magazine of 
Geology, Palaeontology, Mineralogy, Zoology, and Journal of Pre- 
historic Archaeology and Ethnology. Edited by S. J. Mackib, F.G.8., 
F.S.A., F.E.S., &c. 8vo, cloth. 7a. 6rf. 



WHOLESALE ASSTD B,^TAIL BOOK AND MAP SELLEB. 



KAlfLY.-FKIirCIFLES of BOOK-KEEFHTG by DOVBLE 

ENTBY, in a Series of Easy and Progressive Exercises. By Hekbt 
Manly, Principal Writlug Master and Teaclier of Book-keeping in 
the City of London School. Second Edition. Demy 8yo, cloth, 4<. 6d, 

The Author's object is, i^rst, to place before the pupil the simplest 
operations in accounts, and then to prepare him gradually for the more 
difficult and complex part of the art. The book c(mtains elemental/ 
practice in the five principal accountg ; materials for making out Bills of 
rarcels and Invoices; carefully constructed Exercises on the Day-book, 
Journal, and Ledger; the GivU Service Examination Papers on Book- 
keeping, a set of Genersd Questions, and a short Explanation of Com- 
mercial Terms. 

MABSH— OTEBLAin) from SOTJTHAKITTOir to QTrpaTS- 

LAND. By M. H. Mabsh, M.A., FJLG.S, With TJuee Coloured 
Maps. Crown 8vo, ^loth, 3& ScL ^ 

MASOFS (B.) GUIDE to TEKBY and ITS KEIOHBOTJB- 

HOOD. Fifth Edition. With 60 Blustrations. Demy 12mo, cloth, 

MEMOIES of a LITE. Crown 8yo, doth, Tir. 

MINEEAL STATISTICS of the UNITED KIKODOM of 

GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND for the YEAR 1868 ; with an 
Appendix. By Robert Hukt, F.R.S., Keeper of the Mining Records. 
Published by Order of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Treasury. Royal 8vo, 2«. 
The Mineral Statistics for previous years may also be obtained. 

NEW ZEALAin) HANDBOOK: Containing a Now and 
Accurate Coloured Map, and giving a full de8criptii>n of the ProTinces 
of Auckland, New Plymouth, Wellington, Hawkes Bay, Nelson, 
Marlborough, Canterbury, Otago, Southland, &c. ; with Tables of 
Statistics, Prices and Wages ; the Land Regulations ; Instructions for 
the Voyage, Outfit, and Arrival in the Colony ; also Observatbns on 
New Zealand Pursuits and Investments. Eleventii Edition. Fcap. 
8vo, U. 

NIGHnNGALE <Hips).-OBSEBVATIONS on Ijto EVIDENGE 

contained in the STATIONAL REPORTS submitted to her by the 
Royal Commission on the SANITARY STATE of the ARMY in 
INDIA. By Flobengb Nightingale. Demy 8vo, clqth, 2$. 6d, 
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ASTBONOHICAL OBSEEVATIOKS made with Bamsden's 

Zenitli Sector: together with a Catalogue of the Stars which have 
been observed, and the amplitude of the Celestial Arcs, deduced from 
the observations at the different stations. 4to, sewed, 7^. 6<i 

ASTBOKOMICAL OBSEBTATIONS made with Airy's Zenith 
Sector, 1842 to 1850. Completed by Captain W. Yolland, B.E. 20s. 

DOMESDAY BOOK; or, the Great Survey of England by 
William the Conqueror, a.d. 1086. Facsimile of Domesday Book, 
reproduced by the Photozincographic Process, under the direction of 
Colonel Sir H. James, R.E., F.R.S., by Her Majesty's command. The 
following parts are already published, in imperial 4to, doth, viz, : — 



In Great Domesday Book. 



price 



Bedfordshire .. 

Berkshire 

Buckingham . . 

Cambridge 

Cheshire and Lancashire 

Cornwall 

Derbyshire 
Devonshire 
Dorsetbhire 
Gloucestershire 
Hampshire 
Herefordshire .. 
Hertfordshire . . 
Huntingdon 

Kent 

Lancashire (see Cheshire 
and Lancashire) . . 



II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 



II 



8. d, 

8 

8 

8 

10 

8 

8 

8 

10 

8 

8 

10 

8 

10 

8 

8 

8 



II 
II 
II 
II 
II 



Leicestershire and Butland 

price 
Lincolnshire . . 

Middlesex 

Nottinghamshire 
Northamptonshire . . 
Oxfordshire 
Butlandshire (bound with 

Leicestershire) . . 
Shropshire 
Somersetshire . . 
Staffordshire .. 

Surrey 

Sussex 

Warwickshire .. 

Wiltshire 

Worce stershire . . 
Yorkshire 



8, d. 



8 
21 

8 
10 

8 

8 












II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
11 
II 



8 

8 

10 

8 

8 

10 

8 

10 

8 
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In Little Domesday Book. 

Essex, prioe 168.-— Norfolk, 23«.»Suffolk, 228. 

Price of an entire set (as above). 111, 38. 

Domesday Book complete ; bound in 2 volumes, price 20Z. 

GEQDETICAL TABLES. 1 vol. Oiin ito, prioe 2$. 

LOVOH F07LE BASE.— An Account of the Measurements of 
the Lough Foyle Base. By Captain W. Yolland, R.E. 4to, 208., 
cloth. 



OBDNANCE SX7BVEY PUBLICATIONSy Ac. 



MAflTffA CASTA.— EjNa John, a.d. 1215. Facsimile of 
Magna Carta; Photozinoographed at the Ordnance Survey Office, 
Southampton, under the superintendence of Captain Parsons, B.E.y 
F.B.A.S. Price Is. 6d., with the Translation. 

METEOROLOGY. INSTRUCTIONS for taking METEORO- 
LOGICAL OBSERVATIONS ; with Tables for their Correction, and 
Notes on Meteorological Phenomena. By Colonel Sir H. James, B.E., 
F.B.S. 1 vol. 8vo, with Plates, price 7«. 6d. ■ 

Tables for Meteobolooioal Obsbbyatioks, published 



separately, in 1 vol. royal 8vo, price 20. 6(/. 

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS taken at the Stations 
of the Boyal Engineers in the Tears 1853 to 1859. 1 voL 4to, price 
10<. 6d. 

DITTO taken at the Stations of the Royal Engineers, 1853-4, 
1 vol. 4to, price 2«. 6d. 

DITTO taken at Dublin, 1 vol. 4to, price 5«. 

DITTO taken at the Royal Engineers' Office, New Westminster, 
British Columbia, in 1860-1, price Is, 

NATIONAL MANirSORIPTS.-A series of PHOTOZmCO- 

GBAPHIO FACSIMILES of some of the most interesting of our 
National MSS., copied by order of Her Majesty's Grovemment, by 
Colonel Sir Henbt James, B.E., Director of the Ordnance Survey ; 
with Translations and Introductory Notes, by W. Basevi Sanders, Esq., 
Assistant Keeper of Uer Majesty's Becords. This series, consisting of 
Boyal Charters and Grants, and the Letters of Boyal and Eminent 
or Bemarkable Persons, has been selected under the direction of the 
Bight Hon. Sir John Bomillt, Master of the Bolls; by Thomas 
DuFFUS Hardy, Esq., Deputy Keeper of Her Majesty's Becords ; and 
includes some of the most remarkable Original Documents deposited 
in Her Majesty's Becord Office, together with a few from other reposi- 
tories, including the most perfect Original Copy of Magna Carta now 
extant. They are not only of the highest historioal interest, but at the 
same time illustrate the changes which have successively occurred in 
our language and handwriting from the reign of William the Conqueror 
to the reini of Queen Anne. The Facsimiles are arranged chronologi- 
cally, and the T^unslations are interleaved so as to appear opposite to 
each page of the Facsimile of the Original Manuscripts. The series 
has recently been completed, and is published in Four Pi^ts, price lik, 
each. 

— ^ SCOTLAND.— Fhotozincographic Facsimiles of National 
Manuscripts of Scotland. Part I. Price 21«. 
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O&DNAirCE SUitVEy PT7BLICATI0NB, &c. 



ITETLEY ABBEY-PHOTOZINCOGRAPHED VIEWS OF. 

Sixteen Photographic Views, &c., of Netley Abbey, including illustrated 
Title Page and Plan of tlie Abbey. Pliotozincographed at the 
Ordnance Survey Office, Southampton. Colonel Sir Henry James, 
B.E., F.B.S. (Director). Price complete, in a neat portfolio, 25«. 

These Views have been selected expressly for the purpose of showing 
the applicability of the Art of Photozincography or Photolithography, to 
the production of illustrations of historical or descriptive works of any kind. 
The negatives, the silver prints, and the photozincographs are absolutely 
untouched. The title page, the plan, and the note have also been printed 
by photozincography. 

ORDWAIfCE TEIGOirOMETEIOAL STJEVET of th€ UNITEB 

KINGDOM. In Pour Volumes, royal 4to, illustrated with numerous 
Plates, bound in cloth, 31, 5«. The Account of this Survey is now 
complete, and may be had as above, or in separate volumes as under: — 

I. THE PRINCIPAL TRIANGULATION of the UNITED 
KINGDOM, with the Figure, Dimensions, and Mean Specific 
Gravity of the Earth as derived therefrom. With Plates, 
IL 15«. 

APPENDIX TO DITTO.— Determination of the Positions of 
Feaghmain and Haverfordwest, Longitude Stations on the 
great European Arc of Parallel. 4to, price 48. Qd. 

n. '5HE LEVELLING TAKEN IN ENGLAND AND WALES. 

With Plates 158. 
m. THE LEVELLING TAKEN IN SCOTLAND. With 

Plates, ]0«. 
IV. THE LEVELLING TAKEN IN IRELAND. Price 5». 






The Volumes of Levelling will be found of great value to all 
Engineers, Geologists, and Scientific Persons, as they contain the Lines of 
Levels taken throughout the Kingdom, and give the exact hei{;cht of every 
Bench Mark or Bolt, or other object observed above the mean level of th^ 
aea. 

PHOTOaEAFHS of SINAI. —The Photograplis taken to 

Illustrate the Ordnance Survey of Sinai are published in 3 Vols., 
half-bound in morocco, price 131. ; or separately, price. Vol. 1, 51. 5e. ; 
Vol. 2, 51. 5«. ; Vol. 3, 2.1. 10«. Any of the Photographs (numbering 153) 
may be purchased separately at the following prices, viz.: those m 
Vols. 1 and 2, unmounted. Is. ; mounted, l8. 6d. each ; those in Vol. 3, 
nnmounted, 9d. ; mounted, l8. each. 

ONE HUNDRED and ELEVEN ADDITIONAL PHO- 
TOGRAPHS are also published, and may be purchased separately; 
price l8. each unmounted ; or Is. 6(2. motmted. 

WHOTkTBBATiF. Aim SETATL book and ICA^ S£XiI^Bft. 
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BOO&B. 
EEFLE VOLXJNTEERS' MANTrAL.-Manual for Rifle Volnn- 

teers; their Duties, Privileges, and Exemptions; the General Volun- 
teer Act, 44 Geo. III. c. 54 ; Instructions for the Formation of Volun- 
teer Eifle Corps, and Model Eules and Regulations. By a Clerk of 
Lieutenancy. Seventh Edition, la, 

SCOTT. -An UTttUIEY into the CONNEbTIOK between 

STRONG WINDS and BAROMETRICAL DIFFERENCES. 
Being a Report presented to the Committee of the Meteorological 
Office. By Robert H. Soott, Director of the Office. Royal 8vo, 
price 6(2. 

SHOOTER-KAf mS of KAtAL and the ZULU COTJ»TRY. 

By the Rev. Joseph Shooteb, lately a Missionary in Natal. With 
Maps and Views, 2l8. 

8TJLLIVAN (Sir Edward, Bart.). - TEIT CHAPTEKS on 

SOCIAL REFORM. By Sir Edward Sullivan, Bart. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, price 5«. 

Contents. 



Chapter I. — ^Reform. 

II.— The Working 

Classes. 
in.— The Church. 
rV.— The Residium. 
V. — Pauperism, &c. 



>• 



9f 
»» 



f* 

n 



Chapter VL — ^Drunkenness, &o. 
VII.— Crime, &c. 
VIII.— Education. 
IX. — Demagogues. 
X. — Objects of Radical 
Politicians, &c. 

STMOWS. " BRITISH RAINFALL, 1868 -The DISTRI- 
BUTION of RAIN over the BRITISH ISLES during the YEAR 
1868, as Observed at about 1500 Stations in Great Britain and Ireland, 
with Remarks on various Experiments. Compiled by 6. J. Stmons, 
F.M.S., Member of the Scottish Meteon)logical Society. With Illostni- 
tions. Demy 8vo, cloth, 58. (^Published Annually.) 

RAIN: HOW, WHEN, WHERE, and WHY it is 

MEASURED ; being a Popular Account of Rainfall Investigations. 
With Illustrations. By G. J. Symons, F.M.S., Editor of * British 
Rainfall/ &c. This work is intended to serve a double purpose — to be 
a manual for the use of observers, and to provide the public at large 
with an epitome of the results hitherto obtained, and their application 
to the wants of civilized life. It also contains interesting particulars 
of the Rainfall in all parts of the world. Post 8vo, doth, 2$. 

The* MONTHLY METEOROLOGICAL MAGAZINE, 

Vols. I., II., and III. Demy 8vo, cloth, price .56. each. Published in 
Monthly Parts, 4d. each. 

REGISTRATION FORMS.— Forms for One Year, with 

Instructionfi, in stiff cover, its. 

Forms for Five Years, with Instructions, half -bound, 7». Bd. 
BAROMETER DIAGRAMS.— Set of 12 for One Yeaar. U. 
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TOOOOOB (][r8.).HSI][FLE SKETCHES from GHTJBCH 

HISTOBY. for YOUNG PERSONS. New Edition. 18mo, cloth, 

TOTNBEE (Gapt).-METEOItOLOGY of the NOETH AT- 

LANTIO. Report to the OoMMriTEB of the Mbtborological Office, 
on the Meteorology of the North Atlantic between the parallels of 40° 
and 50° N., as illustrated by Eight Diagrams of Observations taken 
on board the Mail Steamers running to and Irom America. With 
Remarks on the Difference in the Winds and Weather experienced 
according as the ship's course is Westerly or Easterly, and on the pro- 
bable Causes of the Difference. By Gapt. Henby Toynbeb, F.R.A.S., 
Marine Superintendent, Meteorological QjQIce. Royal 8yo, Is. 

On the TTSE of ISOBABIG CTTBVES, and a LINE of 

GREATEST BAROMETRIC CHANGE in attempting to FORE- 
TEL WINDS. Illustrated by Fourteen Diagrams of Gales in January, 
1867, and August, 1868, &c. With some practical suggestions for 
Seamen, and a few remarks on Buys Ballot's Iaw. Being a Report to 
the Committee of the Meteorological Office. By Captain Henbt 
ToTi^BEE, F.R.S.A.y their Maiine Superintendent. 



VEHABLES (Bev. E.).— GUIDE to the ISLE of WIGHT, 

its Approaches, and Places of Resort, with numerous Walks, Drives, 
and Excursions, and a general Synopsis of its Topography, Agriculture, 
Products, and Manufactures ; Local Afi&iirs, Civil and Religious ; An- 
tiquities and Architecture ; History, Geology, Botany, and Zoology. 
By the Rev. Edmund Venables, M.A., and eminent Local Naturalists. 
With Map, containing popular Rt:ferences to Fos&iliti&rous Localities, 
Antiquities, Landing-places for Boats, Railways, Stations, &c. ; and on 
Appendix, showing the Island, Southampton Water, and the adjacent 
country on a reduced scale, geologically coloured. Fcap. Syo, cloth, 
reduced to 5s. 



WALGOTT.-MINSTEBS and ABBEY BTJIXTS of the TJITITED 

KINGDOM : Their History, Architecture, Monuments, and Traditions. 
With Notices of the larger Parish Churches and Collegiate Chapels. 
By the Rev. Mackenzie £. C. Walcott, M.A., F.R.S.L., &o., Memb. 
Oorr. Soc. Fran9. d'Archebl., and SA. de Normandie, &c, &c. Fcap. 
8vo, doth, 2s. 6d. 

WALLACE'S (W.) HIHEEAL DEPOSITS.-The Laws which 

Regulate the Deposition Of Lead Ore in Mineral Lodes. Illustrated by 
an Examination of the Geological Structure of the Mining Districts of 
Aktoa Moor. With Map and numerous Coloured Plates. Large demy 
8vo, cloth, 25s. 
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PABAGUAY and the WAE in LA PLATA. Price Is. 6cJ. 
PAUPERISM and EMIGRATION. By a FeUow of the 

Colonial Society. Price 1«. 

PRIHCIPLES of TOWN DRAINAGE, The. By Chables 

Slagg, Afls. Inst O.E., Borough Surveyor of Kingston-on-Thames. 
Price la. 

PRUSSIAN AGGRESSION and ENGLAND'S INTERESTS. 

Price 1«. 

QUADRATURE OF THE CIRCLE, The. By Edwabd Thobit^ 

TON. Price 6d. 

RAILWAYS and the STATE. PLAN fbr LESSENING the 

TAXATION of the COUNTRY by the ASSUMPTION and IM- 
PROVED ADMINISTRATION of the RAILWAYS of GREAT 
BRITAIN and IRELAND by the STATE; in a Letter addressed to 
tlie Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstxjne. By Joseph Mitchell, F.R.S.E., C.K, 
&c., and Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers. Second 
Edition, revised. Price Is. 

RAILWAY FINANCE : Being Suggestions for the Eesnscita- 

tion and Improvement of the Railway Companies at present in 
Financial Difficulties, in a Letter addressed to the Rt. Hon. Benjamin 
Disraeli, M.P. By Joseph Mitchell, F.R.S.E., C.E., &a, and Member 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers. Price Is. 

REKARKS on the NAVAL, MILITARY, and FINANCIAL 

RESOURCES of GREAT BRITAIN. By John Cochrane Hoseason, 
Captain Royal Navy. Price Is, 

SOUTH AFRICAN GOLD FIELM. To OPHIR DIRECT; 

or, The SOUTH AFRICAN GOLD FIELDS. With a Map, showing 
the Route taken by Hartley and Mauch, in 1866-7 : and an Account 
of the ^ Transvaal," or South African Republic, its Ways and Means ; 
and a few words on a proposed New Port, as the Shortest Road for 
Diggers. By Bamang-Wata. Price l«. 

SUBMARINE TELEORAFHY. - FACTS and FIGURES 

RELATIVE to SUBMARINE TELEGRAPHY, as a BRANCH of 
COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE. By John Macintosh, C.E. Price U. 

WATER dUESTION, The. A Lettei: uddreesed (by pemission) 
to the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Derby, K.G., explaining a proposal for the 
Supply of Ihe Metropolis from the Higlier Sources of the Thames, in 
conjunction with the Storage of Surplus Waters. By J. Bailet 
Denton, Principal Engineer to the General Land Drainage and 
Improvement Company. With Map. IMce 2«. 

On the FUTURE WATER SUPPPT of LONDON. B7 

George W. Hemans, C.R, and Richabd Ha&sabd. C.R With Map. 
Price 1«. 
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BOUNI> EITHER IN CLOTH COVERS ESPECIALLY PREPARED 

BY THE PUBLISHERS, 
OB IK STRONG SERVICEABLE HALF-BINDING. 

MTJSIO OASEFULLT BOUND, from 8s. per Volume. 



Ustmaiet given for Binding or Bejpairing Libraries. 
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CATALOGUES 

ISSUED BY 

EDWAKD STANFOED, 

6 and 7, OHABHTO OSOSS, LONBOK, S.W. 



1. GENEBAL CATALOOTTE of ATLASES, MAPS, and GLOBES, 

pablisbed or sold by Edward Stantord. New Edition jttBt isaied^ 
1.* BOOKS. — Selected List of Books, published by Edward Stanford. 

2. ATLASES.— Selected List of General, Educational, and Special Atlases. 

[^Preparing. 

3. OKDN^AH^CE MAPS. — Catalogue of the Ordnance Maps, published under 

the superintendence of CoL Sir Hbnbt Jakes* RM., Superintendent of the Ordnance Surveys. 
Price Bd. ; per poet, Id. 

i. GEOLOGICAL SUBYET of GBEAT BBITAIK and IBELAin). 

—Catalogue of the Geological Maps, Sections, and Memoirs of the Geological Survey of 
Great Britain and Ireland, under the superintendence of Sir Rodbeigk I. Mubchison, Bart., 
Director-General of the Geological Surveys of the United Kingdom. 

5. GEOLOGICAL MAPS in general.— Catalogue of the best Geological 

Maps of various parts of the World. 

6. MAPS of LONDON and its ENVntONS. 

7. USEFUL KNOWLEDGE MAPS.— Catalogue of Atlases, Maps, and 

Plans, engraved under the superintendence of Thb SocisTr vcm thk DiPFDszoar of Usbfui. 
Knowlbogb. 

8. ADMIEALT7 GHABTS.— Catalogue of Charts, Plans, Views, and 

Sailing Directions, be., published by order of the Lords Oommissloners of Thb Adhibalty. 
200 pp. royal Bvo. Price Zt, 

9. EDUCATIONAL.— Classified Catalogue of Educational Works, Atlases, 

Maps, Globes, and School Stationery. 60 pp. demy 8vo. Price Bd. ; per post, Id. 

10. EDUCATIONAL. — Stanford's Catalogue and Specimens of School 

Stationery, with Lists of Educational Books, Atlases. Maps, and Globes. 

11. SCHOOL PEIZE BOOKS.— List of Works specially adapted for School 

Prizes, Awards, and Presentations. 

12. COLONIES and EHIGBATION.— A List of Publications on the 

British Colonies and the United States, selected from the Stock of Edwabd Stanbobd. 

13. BOOKS and MAPS for TOUBISTS.— Stanford's Tourist's Catalogue, 

containing a List, irrespective of Publisher, of all the best Books and Maps suiuble for the 
British and Continental Traveller. 

14. LIST of NEWSPAPEBS, MAGAZINES, PEBI0DICAL8, and 

ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS. 

15. MILITABY, NAVAL, and OFFICIAL BOOKS for the Army 

and NAVY. 

16. SAMPLES of GENEBAL STATIONEBY, with prices attached. 
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